
O-1B - Extraordinary Ability in 
the Arts

You must be able to demonstrate extraordinary ability 
in the arts through sustained national or international 
acclaim. Your achievements must be recognized in 
your field through extensive documentation. Petition 
must be by a U.S. employer or agent.

You must meet at least 3 of the criteria listed below, or 
provide evidence of receipt, or nomination for, 
significant national or international awards or prizes in 
the particular field (i.e., Academy Award, Emmy, 
Grammy, Director’s Guild Award):
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Performed and will 
perform in lead or 
starring capacity in 
distinguished 
productions or events

Achieved national or 
international 
recognition of 
achievements as 
shown in articles or 
other publications 
written by or about 
you

Performed and will 
perform in a lead, 
starring or critical 
role in distinguished 
organizations

A high salary or 
other significantly 
high remuneration in 
relation to others in 
your field

A record of major 
commercial or 
critically acclaimed 
successes, as shown 
by box office receipts, 
motion picture or 
television ratings 
reported in trade 
journals, major 
newspapers or other 
publications

Received significant 
recognition for 
achievements from 
organizations, critics, 
government agencies 
or other recognized 
experts in your field

Other comparable 
evidence

O-1 
Extraordinary

Ability Visa

The O-1 Extraordinary 
Ability Visa is a 

nonimmigrant visa that 
enables individuals with 

proven extraordinary 
ability or achievement in 

the sciences, arts, 
education, business, or 

athletics, to temporarily 
come to the U.S. and 

engage in specialized work 
in their field for a U.S. 

Company or agent. 

The two O-1 
nonimmigrant 

classifications are:
1) O-1A: individuals with 

an extraordinary ability in 
the sciences, education, 

business, or athletics; and 
2) O-1B: individuals with 

an extraordinary ability in 
the arts or extraordinary 

achievement in the 
motion picture or 

television industry.

Scan for free evaluation



THE PROCESS

APPROVAL OF 
APPLICATION

Work in the U.S. in approved O-1 
position

OBTAIN ADVISORY 
OPINION/

CONSULTATION LETTER
Original copy of advisory 
opinion/consultation letter from a 
relevant consulting entity, such as a 
peer group, labor organization, or 
management organization

SUBMIT APPLICATION
Let the attorney know if you want 
to apply from within the U.S. or 
from abroad. Regular processing 
normally takes 2-3 months, 
premium processing takes 15 days.

LAW FIRM TO REVIEW 
AND PREPARE O-1 

APPLICATION
Attorney will draft support letter 
and assemble O-1 application to 
submit to USCIS. This process 
generally takes a couple of weeks 
to prepare.

COLLECTING 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Documents on beneficiary's 
eligibility for the O-1 visa

Detailed letters of recommendation 
from recognized experts in the field 
that can vouch for the beneficiary’s 
achievements in their field

Contractual agreement showing 
terms between the employer/agent 
and the beneficiary

Itineraries explaining the nature of 
the work offered in the beneficiary's 
field of extraordinary ability for the 
validity period requested
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